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XYY chromosome constitution, for example. It ends with a fine summary and
discussion of the ethical considerations in newborn screening for chromosome
abnormalities, written by the well-known cytogeneticist John Hammerton. This book
should be added to the shelf of every clinical geneticist and will in addition be of
interest to pediatricians, child developmentalists, and child psychiatrists and psychol-
ogists.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments of Human Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
UNDERSTANDING GENETICS. By Norman V. Rothwell. New York, Oxford University
Press, 1979. 682 pp. $18.95.
This textbook of genetics appears to have been designed for an undergraduate
course in general genetics. It is divided into 21 chapters, includes a glossary, review
questions at the end of each chapter, answers to the questions at the end ofthe book,
and a fairly lengthy index. The book maintains an historical approach throughout,
which is refreshing and interesting. The approach is classical rather than molecular in
most of the chapters. However, there are three chapters that concern themselves with
the molecular biology of the gene.
Although the book contains some human information, it can not be considered a
textbook of human or medical genetics. It does, however, contain enough human
information that it might serve as a useful reference text for medical students as well
as undergraduate students. The illustrations are clear, with both line drawings and
photographs. Such a broad textbook must of necessity be superficial in some areas,
and this is the case in such discussions as X-linkage, the Lyon hypothesis, and
chromosome mapping. However, modern questions such as cloning and recombinant
DNA are discussed. The end of each chapter contains a short list ofreferences to the
original literature.
In summary, the book can be recommended for undergraduates taking a course in
basic general genetics and as a reference textbook in general genetics for medical
students.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School ofMedicine
UNTIL WE ARE 6: TOWARD THE ACTUALIZATION OF OUR CHILDREN'S HUMAN
POTENTIAL. By Gary E. Stollak. Huntington, New York, Robert E. Krieger Publish-
ing Co., 1978. 176 pp. $6.50 (paperbound).
This small book (176 pages) is apparently intended for reading by parents who may
seek help in understanding child development and in approaching child rearing.
Although in the beginning it appears that Professor Stollak is writing a book that will
help parents to understand their children and to care for them in a sympathetic and
supportive fashion, the book quickly deteriorates, in this reviewer's opinion. Begin-
ning with a chapterentitled "Characteristics ofthe Ideal Adult," it becomes more and
more presumptive as the pages continue. Although using the important concepts of
Maslow and others about the needs of psychological safety and incorporating the
helpful ideas of human potentialists such as Carl Rodgers, about the importance of